
CASTLE MOUNTAIN - LOWER CLIFFS (Ver. #2) 
 

 
 

Climbs to the Left of the Castle Hut Approach: 
 
Lookout Buttress  345 m, 5.9   
Tim Auger and Dwayne Congdon, June 1986 
 
Lookout Buttress forms the skyline of the lower tier of buttresses when viewed from the 
Trans-Canada Highway driving west from Banff or east from Lake Louise. The buttress 
is directly above the site of the old fire lookout and the climb mainly goes slightly right 
of the crest. The rock is generally excellent and the crux pitch is well-protected. Extra 
#2.5 – #4 gear is useful. 
 
From the old fire lookout site, follow a small creek drainage (normally dry) that leads 
directly up towards the base of the buttress (left of the trail that leads up to the Castle 
Hut). A number of small cliff bands are passed higher up on their left side (faint trail) and 
then a scree chute is followed, just left of the main drainage, to a wide, shallow bay at the 
base of the lower tier (cairn). The main buttress is visible almost directly above but 
slightly to the left. 
 
1. 40 m, 5.7. Climb the corner on the left side of the bay for about 15 m to just below two 
old pitons. Move across to the wide crack on the right-hand side of the bay and go up this 
easily to the single - bolt belay on Sweatbox at the top of a grassy section. Either continue 
easily up the chimney on the right to a ledge and two bolt belay by a rock tower or move 
farther right onto the ridge and go up to the same point. 
2. 45 m, 5.7. Follow an elegant, left-curving crack line staying mostly on the face just to 
the left. Belay a few metres below a huge scree ledge. 
3. 25 m, 5.6. Climb up to the scree ledge and belay at a small tree over on the left. 
4. 35 m, 5.6. Walk left along the ledge and climb easy rubble for 5 m to a good crack. 
Move up a little and then back right to good rock. Climb easily to another big scree ledge 
directly below the main buttress. 
5. 30 m, 5.9. 0n the right-hand side of the buttress there is a bowl with a steep crack on 
the left. Climb the crack (piton on the slab below) to a ledge. 
6. 40 m, 5.7. Climb up and right (awkward) to easy ground and then go straight up a 
crack/corner system to belay on the buttress (cairn). 
7. 45 m, 5.5. Move easily up and generally rightwards to belay below a short corner 
about 15 m right of the buttress. 
8. 35 m, 5.7. Climb a small step above the belay and continue up a short, steep corner to a 
small, grassy ledge about half a metre wide. Move left to the middle of the ledge and 
climb straight up past a piton trending left higher up to the skyline ridge. Follow the easy 
ridge to its top. The first and second ascent parties have suggested that a bolt be added to 
replace the piton and another bolt to protect the run-out climbing higher up. 
 



9. 30 m, 5.5. Climb a crack on the right to a major scree ledge. 
10. 20 m. The climb may be continued on poor rock to the top of the buttress or it is 
possible to escape rightwards along the ledge. 
 
 

 
 
Photo:   A = Lookout Buttress 
  B = Iron Donkeys 
  C = Another Little Sweatbox 
 



Another Little Sweatbox   250 m, 5.10a & A0 or 5.10c 
Kelly MacLeod and Fred Sampson, July 2001 
 
This recent addition starts at the same point as Lookout Buttress but moves right and 
climbs a very prominent, left-facing dihedral in the upper part of the face. The rock is 
good throughout and a major feature of the climb is a long, hand and fist crack in perfect 
rock on the right wall of the upper dihedral. The climbing is mainly at the 5.8/5.9 level or 
below, with only one short section of 5.10c that may be aided. A good-sized rack is 
required, with extra #2.5 – #4 gear for the long crack. 
Start as for Lookout Buttress in the wide, shallow bay at the base of the lower tier, below 
a wide crack on the right-hand side. 
 
1. 40 m, 5.7. Climb the wide crack on the right-hand side of the bay past an overhang and 
then move left onto the slab above.  Go up the left side of the slab (junction with Lookout 
Buttress) and then move right and climb a grassy gully to a single bolt belay. Continue 
easily up the chimney on the right to a ledge and two bolt belay by a rock tower. 
2. 25 m, 5.10a & A0 or 5.10c. Climb the crack above the belay and continue up and left 
to the arete and a small roof.  Move up and right over the roof to a rest and then go left 
into a jam-crack.  At the huge roof, make a difficult move right past a bolt (possible 
A0) and go across to a two bolt belay. 
3. 15 m, 5.5. Climb the crack on the right to a major scree ledge and belay behind a giant 
rock. 
4. 45 m, 5.4. Traverse right below a steep wall and climb an easy break that leads up left 
to a ledge and piton belay below the big open-book corner in the upper part of the face. 
5. 35 m, 5.8. Climb up to an under-cling and then layback up the crack on the right to a 
ledge.  Move right on the ledge past a wet streak and climb a left-facing corner that leads 
to a belay below the big corner. 
6. 35 m, 5.6. Climb the corner to a small ledge on the right wall before the end of the 
roof. 
7. 40 m, 5.9. Chimney up, and then stem past the end of the roof to gain the bay at the 
foot of the final, huge corner.  Step onto the right wall and climb the big crack to a small 
perch 15 m from the top of the cliff. 
8. 15 m, 5.8. Climb the final crack to scree ledges at the top. 
 



Iron Donkeys   315 m, 5.10a & A0 or 5.10c 
Mark Ballard, Todd Learn and Eamonn Walsh, June 2004 
 
Iron Donkeys starts up Another Little Sweatbox, moves left at the first break, and then 
follows an independent line to the top. The climbing is mainly in cracks and corners and 
a good selection of gear to 4 inches is required.  
 
1 - 3. 85 m. Climb the first three pitches of Another Little Sweatbox to the break and walk 
up and left to an arching crack through a short rock band. 
4. 60 m, 5.6. Climb the crack and then move left to a gully/crack feature. Climb this for a 
short distance to a ledge. 
5. 50 m, 5.5. Continue up the gully/crack to the base of a steep, dark corner and a fixed 
two-piton anchor.  Traverse left to the base of a nicer looking, right-facing corner. 
6. 60 m, 5.7. Climb the corner to its top and then move a long way right, belaying when 
the rope runs out. 
7. 60 m, 5.7. To the right is a steep headwall with a wide crack running through it. Move 
the belay to the base of the crack and then follow it up and right to a belay at a fixed piton 
just below the large scree ledge. 
 



 



Climbs to the Right of the Castle Hut Approach: 
 
The best approach for all climbs on the Lower Tier as far right (east) as Ultra-Brewers, is 
to follow the approach route for the cabin almost as far as the diagonal break in the lower 
cliffs and then traverse rightwards (east) below the cliffs following a faint trail. Initially, 
the trail is poorly defined but improves farther along to the right. Beginning about 100 m 
below the diagonal break, cross the large drainage below the approach gully and climb 
diagonally right across the opposite bank, staying fairly low (no trail at present). Around 
the corner, angle slowly up to gain a small trail that runs directly below the cliffs. At this 
point, a huge upper corner comes into view (Happy Corner), the right wall of which juts 
out and forms an impressive yellow spire (Labour Day Buttress). Continue to a second 
drainage, below and slightly to the left of the spire, and the approach gullies for Sitsika 
Nation on the left and for Happy Corner and Labour Day Buttress on the right. The trail 
continues rightwards below the cliffs and the next major buttress is Ultra-Brewers – 
about 15 minutes further on. 
 
Sitsika Nation   180 m, 5.9 or 5.10b   
Paul Stoliker and Mike Haden, July 1995 
 
The climb follows the left-hand edge of a prominent, steep slab between the Castle Hut 
and Ultra-Brewers. It is easily seen from the Castle Hut outhouse (photo) and from the 
old lookout site (photo). A huge left-facing corner forms the right-hand edge of the slab 
(Happy Corner) and a tiny buttress at its top marks the upper portion of the route. 
 
Approach as described above to the drainage below and left of the yellow spire (Labour 
Day Buttress). Scramble up an easy gully and move across right to the left-hand edge of a 
vertical section below the prominent slab. The climb basically follows the left skyline for 
the entire route. 
 
1. 50 m, 5.7. Climb shattered, easy rock for about 20 m to where it steepens. Continue up 
the face and intermittent cracks to a prominent break in a short overhang. Belay at a small 
stance on the ridge at the bottom of the overhang (bolt). 
2. 40 m, 5.9. Move right and pull through the prominent break to easier ground. Continue 
either up the ridge or the solid face just to the right (preferred) to a belay on the ridge. 
3. 45 m, 5.7. Excellent, easy climbing in cracks leads up the crest of the ridge. 
4. 20 m. Climb a short, easy pitch to the bottom of the tiny buttress. 
5. 25 m, 5.6. Follow an inside corner on the left-hand side of the buttress to a big scree 
ledge below a 20 m loose wall (not climbed). 
5 alt. 5.10b (incomplete). The route is intended to finish up the buttress around to the 
right and three bolts are currently in place.  The pitch would make an excellent finish to 
the climb and may be worth doing by rappel from above – an open project! 
 
To descend, walk along the scree ledge to the right and go up to the Goat Plateau Trail. 
 



 
 
Photo: A = Sitsika Nation 
  B = Happy Corner 
  C = Labour Day 
 
 
Happy Corner  175 m, 5.9/5.10a   
Glenn Reisenhofer and Jeff Everett, May 1996 
 
The climb follows the huge upper corner to the right of Sitsika Nation and left of the 
square-cut upper face of Labour Day Buttress. No detailed route description is available, 
only that given in CAJ 1997 p108 and the original topo. Wet conditions due to melt water 
early in the year caused the first ascent to be far from “happy” (see above) but the climb 
follows an impressive line and may be worthwhile. The upper corner may be dirty unless 
it gets cleaned by repeat ascents. 
 
Approach as described above along the base of the cliffs to the large drainage below 
Sitsika Nation. Scramble up an easy gully on the right to a long ledge system and move 
across to a broken wall below and right of the upper corner. 



 
1. 50 m, 5.5. Climb the broken wall first on the left and then farther right to gain an upper 
ledge system and a tree belay. 
2. 50 m, 5.5. Traverse left along the ledge for about 25 m and climb easily up a wide slab 
heading towards the upper corner. 
3. 25 m, 5.7. Climb good rock up and right to gain the base of the upper corner. 
4. 25 m, 5.9/5.10a. Continue with difficulty up the corner (may be dirty) moving onto the 
right wall higher up to by-pass a large roof. 
5. 25 m, 5.8. Follow the corner to scree ledges at the top. 



 



 
Labour Day Buttress  170 m, 5.10c 
Peter Arbic and Tim Auger, September 1990 
 
Even less is known about this obscure route which climbs a broken buttress with a 
prominent, square-cut face at the top, midway between the Castle Hut and Ultra-Brewers 
- see photos.  The climb begins at about one third height and is straightforward in its 
lower section with only four pitches of real climbing higher up. The rock on the upper, 
square-cut face is good but the climbing is not sufficiently sustained or interesting to 
make the route worthwhile. 
Approach as for Happy Corner and move farther right on the ledge system to gain the 
ridge at about one third height.   
Easy 5th class scrambling leads to a sharp arête which is followed to the base of the 
upper, square-cut face.  Follow cracks on the left side of the face and turn a band of 
overhangs on the left (5.10c, bolts). Continue up cracks to the scree ledge at the top of the 
face. 
 
Ultra-Brewers  330 m, 5.9 
Tim Auger, P.Sheehan and Cliff White, 1987 
 
Located on an impressive buttress directly beneath Brewer Buttress on the Upper Tier, 
Ultra-Brewers is undoubtedly the best of the harder climbs on the mountain. The rock in 
the upper pitches is excellent and the serious and sustained nature of pitch 7 makes the 
route a memorable experience. The combination of Ultra-Brewers and Brewer Buttress 
gives 16 - 20 pitches of excellent climbing on a fine natural line that leads directly to the 
summit of the mountain.  This classic expedition is appropriately called Super-Brewers. 
 
Take a good selection of gear for the crack pitches and include a 3.5 in Friend for the 
pinnacle on pitch 7. The protection on pitch 7 is barely adequate and as the pitons age, 
the route may become dangerous. Replacement of the pitons with bolts would be 
worthwhile (the first ascent party is in agreement with this) - if only for the first, key 
piton above the pinnacle.  
From the road, the best approach is to follow the trail beneath the lower cliffs past the 
previous climbs until a drainage is crossed and the prominent, upper prow of the buttress 
comes into view. Continue past a deep, left-slanting chimney for about 25 m to the start 
of the climb – a slightly right-slanting crack system that leads up to a line of orange-
coloured overhangs. About 60 m further on the trail drops steeply into the drainage on the 
east side of the buttress. The approach takes about 2 hours from the road or 1 hour from 
the Lookout. 
From the Castle Hut, the climb may be reached by descending the approach gully and 
then traversing east below the lower cliffs as described above. However, the shortest 
approach is to descend the major gully system immediately west of the buttress. This can 
be done without rappelling although tricky 4th class climbing is required to bypass the 
huge chockstone near the top. Fixed rappel stations here would definitely be worthwhile. 
Move right (west) lower down into an easier chute to gain the base of the cliffs. 



The first two pitches of the climb may be avoided by traversing in from the gully on the 
west side of the buttress along scree ledges – see topo. 
 
1. 40 m, 5.8. Move up to a small roof at the start of the crack system and either climb the 
wide crack directly through the roof or traverse out left and climb the wall to gain the 
crack higher up. Steady climbing up the crack system leads to a small ledge on the right 
about 5 m below the line of roofs (piton). Either belay here or make a steep, exposed 
traverse right into the base of a chimney and go up it to a ledge on the left about 5 m 
higher.  
2. 65 m, 5.8. Once in the chimney, follow the crack system above keeping slightly to the 
left. Pass the left side of a roof higher up and continue up the final groove (piton) to reach 
a large scree terrace and a tree belay on the left. The pitch may be split near the top or 
simul-climbed for a short distance.  
3. 10 m, 4th. Walk left on the big scree ledge, around the rib, and belay about 5 m left of 
the edge at a vertical section of grey, weathered rock. 
4. 30 m, 5.8. Climb the face on good holds and marginal protection to a ledge of the left 
below a broken corner. Continue easily up the corner trending right to the rib and belay 
on top of a block below a cracked wall. 
5. 50 m, 5.7. Climb the centre of the wall on excellent rock and then go diagonally right 
across a bay to a short, right-facing corner on the edge. Move right across the right wall 
of the corner and up to a tree on a ledge. 
4 & 5 alt. 85 m, 5.7. Walk farther left on the ledge and belay by a small tree 30 m left of 
the edge at the base of a right-leaning ramp system. Climb easily (5.2) up the 
ramp/groove system (piton) and belay at a small tree below a large left-facing corner. 
Climb the corner and continue up a flake and then cracks on the face above to the 
prominent ledge running across the buttress (5.7). Traverse easily to the right around the 
prow to the tree at the top of pitch 5. 
6. 35 m, 5.5. Scramble up grassy corners to a ledge on the left on the prow of the buttress. 
Belay below a large, detached pinnacle at the base of the impressive headwall. 
7. 45 m, 5.9. Climb the wide crack on the right-hand side of the pillar to its top.  Make a 
series of steep, committing moves up the wall above (some small gear lower down) to 
reach a piton below and right of a roof (good 0.5 Camalot placement nearby). Strenuous 
climbing on good holds leads up and slightly right to a second piton and a steep, shallow 
corner. Climb the corner past another piton (loose) to a small ledge on the left and a piton 
on the right wall. Belay here.   
8. 50 m, 5.9. Continue up the groove above to an overhang and then swing left onto the 
crest of the prow and up to a good ledge. Climb easier cracks up the outside face of the 
buttress to the top. 





Angst on the Planks  350 m, 5.9 
Stephen Holeczi and Aaron Beardmore, July 1999 
 
This variation to the upper pitches of Ultra-Brewers was done in the finest tradition of 
such routes – getting lost!  However, the chimney pitch at the top is described as “truly 
unique”, the rock is the same excellent dolomite, and the route appears to be worth doing 
once its illustrious neighbour has been completed.  
Take a good selection of gear for the crack pitches - up to #3 Camalot.  
 
1&2. 110 m, 5.8. Climb the first two pitches of Ultra-Brewers to the large ledge.  
3. 15 m, 4th. Move right along the ledge to a small tree about 15 m right of the rib at the 
base of a right-trending crack.  
4. 60 m, 5.8. Follow the crack to a ledge (excellent rock and gear).  
5. 20 m, 4th. Proceed up and right over easy ground to the base of the headwall. It is also 
possible at this point to climb up and left to re-join Ultra-Brewers part way up pitch 5. 
6. 60 m, 5.5. Trend up and right over stepped terrain to the base of a steep, right-facing 
corner and belay on a ledge.  
7. 45 m, 5.8/9. Follow discontinuous cracks up and right aiming for a huge chimney near 
the crest of the buttress (excellent climbing and good gear). Belay at the base of the 
chimney.  
8. 40 m, 5.8. Climb over a huge chockstone and continue up the right side of the chimney 
for a short distance before moving right onto the edge. Go up past a ledge on the crest of 
the buttress and then regain the chimney as soon as possible (wide stemming). Continue 
up the back of the chimney to the top. 
 
 
Traditional  325 m, 5.6 
Jeff Everett and Dave Campbell, May 1996 
 
Traditional follows a good, natural line on the last (most easterly) of the buttresses in the 
Lower Tier and in its upper part, climbs a left-slanting corner system past a prominent 
roof. Although there are some sections of good climbing on the route there is a lot of 
loose rock and the route needs traffic for it to become an enjoyable, easy climb. 
 
The easiest approach is from the east, using the trail to Rockbound Lake and then 
Eisenhower Tower. At the first, small cliff band on the ridge, descend open slopes and 
rock bands for about 100 m to the base of the lower cliffs. Traverse left below the cliffs 
following faint game trails until directly below the buttress. About 60 m beyond this 
point the trail descends steeply into a prominent drainage of the left side of the buttress. 
Scramble up through a small cliff band to the start of the climb, a right-facing corner on 
the side of a shallow pinnacle with huge, yellow roofs directly above. 
 
The climb could also be accessed from the Castle Hut by descending the gully left of 
Ultra-Brewers – see approach for that route.  
 



1. 40 m, 5.6. Climb the steep corner on good holds and continue up to a grassy ledge at 
the top of the pinnacle. 
2. 50 m, 5.6. Move up left to a chimney/corner with a small roof at the bottom. Climb 
over the roof and either continue up the wide crack above or climb the outside (left) face 
on good holds. Follow the same corner line up to a large ledge on the left. 
3. 50 m, 5.4. Move left and climb a wide crack. Continue left and then up on easy ground 
to a large scree ledge that breaks across the buttress. Walk up and right to a broken bay. 
4. 55 m, 5.4. Move right and climb a rotten wall to a large alcove. Continue up the right-
hand rib and then go left higher up to gain a left-slanting corner/ramp that leads back to 
the ridge. Follow the corner to a shallow groove on the right wall a short distance before 
it reaches the ridge and forms a small pinnacle. 
5. 40 m, 5.5. Climb the shallow groove to broken ground that leads up to a major, left 
facing corner system with an impressive roof higher up. Start up the corner system before 
belaying (otherwise the next pitch is long). 
6. 45 m, 5.5. Continue up the slabby, left wall of the corner  to a belay on the left below 
the roof. 
7. 45 m, 5.6. Step right into the chimney below the roof, move up to a piton, and then 
traverse left with surprising ease to gain the corner system above the roof.  Continue up 
the corner and climb a short wall on the left to exit onto the Goat Plateau. 
 



 
 
 


